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Hobsons Bay International Friendship Association

2k Joy Martin #&v

What a very interesting and challenging year 2020
was. The Association began preparation for 2020 by
selecting our students in November 2019.

These students came from four different schools in
Hobsons Bay. Flight tickets were purchased and the
students enjoyed the Welcome Dinner where they met
members of the association and attended the
Japanese Festival in the city in February. However by
March it became clear that the world pandemic was
going to put a halt to visitations to Anjo.

Our Japanese Writing Competition was established to
increase awareness of our Sister City relationship.
This went ahead. Students hand wrote in Japanese.
Their essays showed our good fortune in having a well
kept coastline, lakes and parks which with the very
strict lockdown restrictions, including the closure of
schools, libraries, play and exercise equipment, a 5
kilometre travel limit and one hour daily outside
exercise. | took to walking or bike riding to visit the
open spaces in Hobsons Bay that were mentioned by
the Japanese writing entrants,

Spending the Covid lockdown exploring Hobsons Bay,
| am even more excited to welcome Anjo citizens here
to also appreciate the natural and manmade delights
we have to offer. The student delegation is hopeful to
meet with your members next year. They have been
practising with chopsticks and are studying up on
your culture.

Let’ s us trust that our fear of Covid
will be a thing of the past. | feel this
experience has taught us to be
more resilient, given us a greater
appreciation of our city and made
us kinder and more understanding
of our fellow citizens.

Warm regards to all.

Joy Martin President HBIFA.
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Kulturskolen Kolding

& Jens Blochg&sw

Dear Members of Anjo International Association,

| write this letter to you hoping all the best for all of you in
this for our world very unsafe COVID19 situation. Hope
everyone in Anjo and Japan are doing very well.

Right now in Denmark approx 20 % of population have had
their first vaccination and before end July everyone who
would like to be vaccinated will have had the opportunity.
Our society has been partly closed since before Christmas
but now, since before easter, slowly opening up again.
Every week or two weeks new areas are opening up but
with restrictions of behavior and distancing.

Primary schools, universities, shops and factories are now
open along with a lot of outdoor activity and sports.
Unfortnunatly culture institutions are still closed - but will
hopefully open up at latest 21st May. Big music festivals
during summer are still undecided.

But anyway - our teachers has done a perfect job teaching
online during closing periods - so our school is still in good
shape - loooking forward opening before summer holiday
and the having a "normal” season next year. We have now
changed into Music- and Art school giving lessons in
painting and music. And we have had a new name
changing from Kolding Musikskole to Kulturskolen Kolding.
| “ m still the director - just new title.

Therefore we are also looking very much forward hopefully
to go to Anjo in April 2022 to celebrate the anniversary
year of Kolding and Anjo. We hope to arrive in Anjo on
Tuesday 19th April 2022 and stay until Friday 22nd or
Saturday 23rd April, before having 1 - 2 days in Tokyo and
then return to Denmark Sunday 24th April 2022.

We hope to bring approx 10 students from our music-
preacademy course and that they will have the opportunity
of homestay during visit in Anjo. That would be so nice.

| will also attend the trip, perhaps bringing 1 teacher also
and then as | have understood, the director of Kolding
Library Mrs. Pia Henriette Friis and also head of culture in
Kolding Mrs. Lisbet Holten Lambert will be a part of our
delegation. Then at last the coming chairman our culture
council in Kolding will attend. Who that will be, will be
decided Nov/Dec 2021 due to elections for the coming 4
years period of council members in Kolding. | can mention
the Kolding also are going to elect new Mayor because Mr.
Jorn Pedersen is retiring end of this political period. All
these delegates will stay at hotel as we used to do it in
prior visits in Anjo.

We are all looking forward visiting you and our friends in
Anjo Gakuen again and develop culture and music
partnerships together with you. Our student looking very
much forward playing as many concerts as possible in
primary schools or other venues, perhaps even together
with music students from Anjo?

Looking forward hearing from you. All the best for all of you.
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